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Dom Robinson interviews 

Jemma Garrard 

Jemma Garrard is a gorgeous 19-year-old up-and-coming actress who's already made her feature-
length movie debut in the low-budget action drama Eightball (right), and whose career star is 
definitely in the ascendency. 

Read the Eightball DVD review  
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� 1. Who are you? 

I'm Jemma Irene Garrard, born in Chatham on the 18th July 1985... making me 
Cancer the crab, or the Year of the Ox, or whichever animal makes me and 
everyone else born that month go crazy on a full moon!  

� 2. What is it that attracted you to acting initially? 

It kinda started when i was kid, ive always been into cartoons and animation, 
using your imagination and bringing characters to life! 

Acting developed from there, I suppose its the feeling of becoming someone 
else, putting everything into it to make the character believable for others. Its a very fulfilling experience - bringing your 
imagination to life!  

� 3. How did you come to get involved in the movie, Eightball, and how did you meet up with the crew? 

I went to school with Rob Allison (the director) and when he told me about Eightball I invited him and Jack Vine along to see a 
show I was in at the time (playing Rizzo in Grease). After that we met for a few script readings, and the rest, as they say is 
history. 

We would arrange days for shooting, which was quite hard, as a lot of the cast were studying, there had to be a lot of 
commitment with the whole cast and crew.  

� 4. What was the most challenging aspect of making it? 

Hmm.... the most challenging aspect was coming up with ways to get things 
done (if that makes sense!?). Because it was a low-budget film, we would often 
have to shoot scenes again because of technical stuff or change location last 
minute! 

Literally, i'd turn up on set and it would be like "Right, well we can't do that, 
let's just shoot this and see how it goes!" Makes the day a little more exciting... 
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spontaneous decisions!  

� 5. What is your favourite recollection of work on filming Eightball? 

I guess it would have to be my first day of shooting. The first scene I ever did was the car park scene (where I get shot at 
continuously!). It was a day of running and diving... oh and speedy getaways with the stunt driver! 

They threw me in the deep end those guys! But it was great fun, working with Rob, Jack and Rich, we had a laugh, and that's 
important!  

� 6. What are your forthcoming acting plans? 

Well after Eightball, I attended Art school, as I'm passionate about many different areas of film. I took some time out to learn 
more about film-making and animation. 

I cant wait to get back into acting - I'm actually going over to Vancouver to study, it's a beautiful place and its been a dream of 
mine for years... to go out there and work in film.  

� 7. Who would you most like to work with? 

Ooooohh... that's a good one. There's so many people I admire and would love 
to work with. I'm a big Tim Burton fan, so working with him would be a dream 
come true. But honestly there are so many that i dont think we have time!  

� 8. What is your favourite movie of all time? 

Damn, that's a tough one. I tend to add films to my favourites list all the time, 
so 'of all time' i dont think i can say, but excellent films I've seen recently? 
'Garden State' and 'Finding Neverland' - brilliant!  

� 9. Do you have any advice for anyone else wanting to get into the acting 
industry? 

Well, it's just something I live by, and something that we probably all hear a lot but it's so true - if you want something, work 
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Interview copyright © Dom Robinson, 2005. 

Thanks to Marcus from Airsoft Quartmaster for the gun featured.  

The following is a list of all the Jemma Garrard material online to date :  

2004 Eightball on DVD 

2005 Interview with Jemma Garrard 
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� Since May 2000: Intel Pentium III 600Mhz, 384Mb RAM, Windows 98 SE, Voodoo 3 3000 AGP 

Got something to say about anything you've seen on this site ? Spit it out on the Discussion Forum. 

hard for it and don't give up! 

But most importantly - enjoy what you do, no matter how hard the struggle, try to have fun....man that sounds so much like a 
cliche, but you know what? I don't care.  

Jemma Garrard, thankyou very much for this interview.  

You're very welcome.  


